ENGLISH   FRIENDSHIPS

the play.    Frohman heard of it, and asked to be allowed
to read it.    Maugham then said:

"It must be decided to-night."

It was then dinner-time.

"Give me three hours," said Frohman.

At one o'clock in the morning he called up Maugham
at his house and accepted the play, which was probably
the quickest reading and acceptance on record in Eng-
land.

Another experience with Maugham shows how Proh-
man really inspired plays.

He was riding on the train with the playwright when
he suddenly said to him:

"I want a new play from you."

"All right," said Maugham.

Frohman thought a moment, and suddenly flashed
out:

"Why not rewrite 'The Taming of the Shrew' with
a new background?"

"All right," said Maugham.

The result was Maugham's play "The Land of
Promise," which was really built around Frohman's idea.

Frohman produced all of Maugham's plays in America,
and most of them were great successes. He also did
the great majority of them in England. Maugham
waxed so prosperous that he was able to buy a charming
old residence in Chesterfield Street which he remodeled
in elaborate fashion. On its completion his first dinner
guest was Charles Frohman. When Maugham sent
him the invitation it read:

Will you come and see the house that Froh-
,   man built ?

271th this gifted young
